[Intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy in non-resectable pancreatic cancer using angiotensin-II and implantable drug delivery system].
Over the past 6 years, we have treated 25 cases of pancreatic cancer, 6 cases of cholangioma in pancreas-head and 3 cases of cancer in duodenal papilla (2 cases Stage I, 5 cases stage II, 2 cases stage III, 25 cases stage IV). Twelve cases (10 unresectable cases, 1 hepatic metastasis case, 1 recurrent case) were treated with intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy using implantable Drug Delivery System, combined with angiotensin-II to increase the concentration of anti-cancer agents in cancer tissue. Twenty-four cases (70%) died in less than one year, so operation is not effective except for curative resection of cholangioma and duodenal papilla cancer. But exploratory laparotomy or inoperable cases given intermittent transcatheter arterial infusion chemotherapy (5-FU + ADM + MMC + angiotensin-II), showed favorable results (decrease of tumor size and pain in 2 cases; recanalization of obstruction in choledochus of 1 case). Especially trans-femoral or left subclavian arterial catheterization proved to be effective therapy for possibly giant or recurrent inoperable pancreatic cancer and hepatic metastasis. Using the drug delivery system, the technical approach to arterial infusion therapy and angiography has been readily undertaken. Quality of life has been improved, and course observation of the patient has been possible by imaging diagnosis and multidisciplinary treatment for advanced pancreatic cancer.